Fast technique for the identification of Gilbertella persicaria via optical microscopy.
Gilbertella persicaria is an important phytopathogen that is confused with Mucor spp. and Rhizopus spp. The main distinguishing characteristic of G. persicaria is the presence of appendages in sporangiospores, and their observation by conventional staining techniques generally fails. A technique is described using light microscopy for fast and reliable diagnosis.